to wm wm# ﬁwmu it:comes: 8 what peo- @g%. rates are at an m.= time low
based on HT'W records, MrCarrsaid
.the pinch on unit mqmnmcbﬁw had

/ 4m§%um§ Rot erDickson "
‘Have' ooHEHEm o’ EEEm HE.EQ. . n_oxwozq@_% newsHd. noa.mz

- The December quarterresidential

e e e e e T R

into crisis ﬁmﬁncé :
.+ | " The latest Herrron Hemn 4355
: ,om_aémﬁo# shows .the February
trend vacancy rate has slid down: to .

1.75 per cent.

While units are now sitting just
above “stress” levels at 2.1 per cent,
houses are at an unprecedented low

“of 1.4 per cent. mﬂa nmmmmwn_p i
- rector Rick Carr said he had amﬁw .

seen such a tiny availability rate for
houses. )
“It’s unprecedented,” he said. “It
is completely uncharted territory.”
Mr Carr put the rental squeeze

House buyers
and sellers
support green

WHILE Cairns City Council seems determined to
get an exemption from a July 1 State Government
mandate on compulsory water tanks, a new sur-
vey shows many buyers and sellers think they add
value to a home.

Last month, Cairns Mayor Kevin Byrne said .

the idea was absurd and fhere was no way council
would enforce legislation.
But a realestate.com.au national survey of 1257

people held 1ast month showed more vendors were .

seeing green credentials as selling points, and that
buyers were responding with one in 10 people pre-
pared to pay up to 20 per cent more for a “green”
home.

Of the most desirable environmental additions
to home, witer tanks led the way in the survey
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“shape and theré are still more jobs
“available than there are locals.-

“So we are coﬁEﬁEm to &.mﬂ in
population mwos,E *
The woﬁw._ mnﬂmmmm isalso mﬁ.&dﬁm

" ‘tenancies. -authority figures show .
that the amme rent for three-bed--

room houses hasTisen by $35 to $285
over the last two years.
Two-bedroom .unit rents have
leapt even further rising $40 to $220
in' the same period.. While H:Emm

“lessened for the time being.

"] think what has happened is
quite a lot of units have come on to
the market recently,” he said.

“While they are being absorbed ::
by the rental market the pressure :-

has eased slightly.”

} Super auction

PORT Douglas is about to experience
one of its largest ever auctions with
10 properties set to go under the
hammer.

Agent Tony McGrath of L.J
Hooker Port Douglas said amix
of properties, including seven
residential and three commercial
titles, would be available to bidders °
at the April 21 auction to be held at
Treetops Resort.

He said the three commercial
properties, including two shops and
a shed at Port Traders, had surfaced
as a result of the changes to the
super funds legislation. “The new
laws allow the vendors, who are
over 60, to sell the properties and
put the money into their super funds
without being hammered by tax.”
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