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Northern Economic Development 
and Associated Projects – Structure of Presentation

• Background to Department of Tourism, Regional 
Development and Industry

• Drivers of Queensland’s Infrastructure Requirements
• Northern Economic Triangle
• Centres of Enterprise
• Regional Development Strategies
• Potential Exciting New Projects for Northern Queensland
• Regional Land Use Plans (under the Integrated Planning 

Act)
• Questions and Discussion



Department of Tourism, 
Regional Development and Industry (DTRDI)

• Result of MOG changes in late 2007.

• Real focus is now clearly Tourism, Regional Development 
and Industry through a Service Delivery Model. 

• DTRDI to have a leadership role in developing 
sustainable regional economies and facilitating 
projects of regional significance.

• Introduction of two regions (Northern and Southern) to 
coordinate across Regional Centres and with departmental 
program areas.



What is driving development in regional Queensland?

Present global demand for minerals, 
metals and coal – likely to remain 
strong into foreseeable future. 

Projected steady population growth.

Requirements to support community 
services associated with growing 
regions.

Capitalisation of strong economic 
growth overseas, particularly India and 
China.



Northern Economic Triangle 
Infrastructure Plan 2007 - 2012

To foster sustainable 
economic, social and 
community development 
and growth through the 
emergence of Mount Isa, 
Townsville and Bowen as 
a triangle of mineral 
processing and industrial 
development over the 
course of the next half 
century. 



MOUNT ISA

Sustainably exploiting the rich 
mineral resources of North-West 
Queensland by expanding mining 
and encouraging investment in 
value adding through mineral 
processing and industrial 
diversification.



Broadening the 
economic base by 
building on proximity to 
the mineral wealth of 
the hinterland in 
particular the North 
West Minerals Province 
and well established 
economic and social 
infrastructure.

TOWNSVILLE



BOWEN

Development of the 
necessary infrastructure to 
establish Bowen as a major 
new industrial precinct for 
large-scale industries 
including chemicals 
production, minerals 
refining and metals 
smelting.



Centres of Enterprise

A focused approach to regional economic 
development for Queensland:

• Industries will grow to be recognised by national 
and international industry leaders.

• New business will be attracted the region, helping 
industries reach critical mass.

• The region will be recognised for exporting 
knowledge-intensive goods and services. 

6 Centres of Enterprise regions with focus areas. 



Centres of Enterprise – Northern Queensland

Townsville and North West 
Queensland: Initial focus areas are, 
mining and minerals processing, and 
tropical science and expertise.

Cairns and Far North Queensland:
Initial focus areas of regional aviation, 
world class marine services and 
tropical expertise.

Mackay and Whitsunday:
Initial focus areas of mining services 
and marine services. 



REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIES - HIGH GROWTH REGIONS

A focused approach to regional 
development

Sustainable growth

Recognise and promote 
uniqueness of regions

Delivery of key regional 
development initiatives



Potentially Exciting Projects in North Queensland

ALTERNATIVE ENERGIES
• Shale Oil in Julia Creek and Whitsunday’s area
• Bio-diesel plants (algae, organic materials such as woodchip and sugarcane 

mulch)
• Sugar by-products to polyethylene
• Wind farms

TOURISM
• Waterfront Re-development
• Resort Development and Studio (with theme parks and film studio)

INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT
• Jezzine Barracks, Townsville
• Development of the North-East Mineral Province
• Satellite launching facilities
• Proposed Aviation Park, Townsville
• Aquaculture developments
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